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KIMBERLEY — PAEDIATRICIANS 

628. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to recent reports detailing the lack of funding for a third paediatrician to operate in the Kimberley and the 
minister’s totally inadequate response to the concerns of clinicians working in the Kimberley. 

(1) Is it true that there is only one specialist consultant physician to service five hospitals, three town-based 
Aboriginal medical services and 10 Aboriginal communities? 

(2) Is it now also true that it has recently been discovered that this position will also be abolished in the 
coming months through a lack of funding? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)-(2) I have responded to this question and about this issue previously through the media, so it is good to 
have the opportunity to do it here in Parliament. I will take members back to how this situation started 
in the first place. Under the former government, two paediatricians and a paediatric registrar were 
servicing the Kimberley. They sought extra funding to add a third paediatrician, but no additional 
funding was provided by the former government and the former Treasurer. Those paediatricians 
collected the funds that they had and refocused them, and they themselves put on an extra paediatrician. 
This was an overseas paediatrician who came to work in the Kimberley. That did not work out due to 
problems with the paediatrician who was brought in. Following issues with the ability and the 
performance of that paediatrician, I think that paediatrician returned to their country of origin. The 
paediatricians then sought additional funding from the department to put on a third paediatrician, and 
they were told, as they were told by the previous government, that no funding was available. 

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is not that bad an answer! I could offer the Huggies! They were told — 

Mr R.H. Cook: We are talking about the consultant physician. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am getting to it. They then sought additional funding for a third paediatrician through the 
regional manager. The regional manager said, “No. The money that was there before is the same money that is 
there now. There is no additional funding.” It must be remembered, of course, that that region has received 
$9 million of additional funding from the state in a range of other areas over the past 12 months. The 
paediatrician then went to the media and said that the funding had been refused. Until that stage, I had not been 
made aware of the issue. I heard about it and responded on the radio, saying that I had heard there was an issue 
about a lack of a paediatrician there. I said that we would investigate the problem; and, if an extra paediatrician 
was needed in the Kimberley, I would make sure that we sorted that out. Coming from the Kimberley, I 
recognise the massive problems with distance and numbers that those doctors have to deal with.  

Since then we have sent up there one of the leading paediatricians from King Edward Memorial Hospital to 
investigate and come back and tell us exactly what is required. The original proposal was for a new paediatrician 
at Kununurra, but the problem was that that person would have had to be on 24-hour call without back-up. 
Therefore, we are looking at whether a new paediatrician is the best option or whether a paediatric registrar is the 
best option. I am waiting for that information to come back to me, and I will make a decision when it does. It 
must be remembered that if I choose an additional paediatric registrar, it will cost an additional $500 000 which 
currently is not in the budget and which I will have to find. Alternatively, it will cost up to $1 million, I think, for 
a new paediatrician. Either way, I recognise that there is a need up there. I recognise that there is an important 
issue to deal with. This matter is being dealt with quickly. It came to our attention only two weeks ago, I think, 
and as of Monday last week, the paediatrician who is doing the investigation and reporting back to me has been 
in the Kimberley.  
 


